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There are 13.7 million Californians ages 0-26.
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Health



Health Insurance
Grade A-

Due to the State’s 
decades of success in 
expanding coverage, 
over half (55%) of all 
California children were 
enrolled in Medi-Cal 
health insurance during 
2023



Environmental 
Health & Justice
Grade C

Environmental toxins 
are especially 
dangerous for kids. 



Health Care Access 
& Accountability
Grade D+

Too few kids are getting 
the health care they 
need to ensure that any 
problems are caught 
early, and they grow up 
healthy.



Preventive 
Screenings
Grade D

Only 1 in 4 California 
children in Medi-Cal 
receive important 
blood lead & 
developmental 
screenings. 



Preventive 
Screenings
Grade D

California ranked 51st

(out of 50 states & 
D.C.) in percentage of 
kids with a timely visit 
to an eye doctor.



Supporting Mental 
Health
Grade D+

Mental health issues 
are the #1 reason 
California kids are 
hospitalized.



Supporting Mental 
Health
Grade D+

California ranked 51st 
(out of 50 states &
DC) for parents 
reporting it was not 
possible to obtain 
mental health care for 
their child. Denials by 
health plans are a 
major barrier to
kids getting mental 
health care.



Power Building Wins:  
Protecting Funding for 
Youth Mental Health 
(2023)

State leaders proposed changes to the Mental 
Health Services Act (MHSA), which would reduce 
funding for children’s mental health services by over 
$300 million, in a time when anxiety and depression 
rates in California kids are on the rise.

Children Now swung into gear, mobilizing nearly 
300 organizations from the Children’s Movement 
and employing our government relations team in 
Sacramento to urge Governor Newsom and state 
legislators to protect this funding. Our game 
changing connector strategy was successful, as the 
proposal was amended to protect the funds for kids!



Oral Health Care
Grade C

There are many 
“dental deserts” in 
California, where there 
are no or too few 
dentists to serve the 
Medi-Cal population.



Education



Education 
Funding
Grade C+

State spending on 
the TK-12 school 
system has 
increased over time, 
but still represents
only 3% of state 
wealth.

Additional annual spending for the California TK-12 
education system if the state increased funding effort to 

match other large states (2020, $ in billions)



Educator 
Pipeline,
Retention, & 
Diversity
Grade C

There was a sharp 
increase in already
numerous teacher 
vacancies as 
California emerged 
from the pandemic.

Teacher vacancies nearly doubled in one year



School Climate:
Connections 
with Adults on 
Campus
Grade D

California has 
consistently ranked 
near the bottom of all 
states in staff-to-
student ratios.



School Climate:
Discipline & 
Attendance
Grade C

Chronic absence 
ballooned during the 
pandemic and 
remains very high, 
especially for 
historically 
disadvantaged 
groups.

Available data may mask important differences between sub-groups



Child Care
Grade C-

Child care 
affordability is a 
major concern for 
California’s families. 

Child care is not affordable for most families
(percent of median income devoted to child care, 2021)



Early Care & 
Education 
Workforce
Grade B-

Child care workers 
are paid very low 
wages, so many rely 
on public assistance 
programs to make 
ends meet.

Percentage of early childhood educators who relied 
on one or more public assistance programs, 2020



Power Building Wins: 
Supporting Child Care 
(2023)

The Children’s Movement coordinated a letter with over 
1,160 member organizations signed on, resulting in over 
$1.4 billion to support child care providers and a new 
equitable family fee system to make child care more 
affordable.

This was an unprecedented advocacy effort, both in 
terms of the number and diversity of organizations 
participating. The LA Times and Politico highlighted the 
Children’s Movement campaign, including the fact that 
both the State Chamber of Commerce and SEIU signed 
on.  

https://www.childrennow.org/blog/rate-reform/
https://www.childrennow.org/blog/rate-reform/
https://www.latimes.com/california/story/2023-06-12/california-child-care-workers-lobby-for-higher-wages
https://www.politico.com/states/california/story/2021/06/17/newsom-locked-in-child-care-rate-dispute-after-allowing-unionization-9426659


Preschool & 
Transitional 
Kindergarten
Grade B+

California's TK 
program policies fail 
to meet
major national quality 
benchmarks.



Family
Supports

Percent of US households with young kids that had difficulty paying 
for one or more basic needs like food, housing, and child care



Voluntary 
Evidence-
Based
Home Visiting
Grade C-

Despite research 
proving the benefits 
of home visiting 
programs, they do 
not reach enough 
California families.

In FY 2022, the Department of Public
Health California Home Visiting program 
reported that:

Children in CalWORKS Home Visiting 
Program were far more likely to receive 
at least one developmental screening

of parents/caregivers were 
screened for depression.81%
of people who gave birth received a 
postpartum visit with a health care 
provider within 8 weeks of delivery.

70%
of children enrolled in California 
Home Visiting Program (MIECHV) 
received their well child visits.

70%



Paid Family 
Leave
Grade B-

California’s PFL 
wage replacement 
rates have improved, 
but continued work is 
needed to keep up 
with the handful
of peer states that 
lead the nation on 
PFL policies.

Paid Family Leave wage replacement by state



Child 
Welfare



Stable Homes
& Enduring
Relationships
Grade C

Nearly one-fifth of 
youth are aging
out of foster care 
without finding a
permanent home.

Percent of foster youth who never find permanent homes



Transitions to 
Adulthood
Grade D

Many youth who 
have spent time in 
foster care 
experience housing 
instability &
homelessness.

of respondents in a study of youth 
formerly in foster care reported 

experiencing homelessness 
between ages 17 and 21.

More than 1/2



Power Building Wins: 
Secured Crisis Hotline 
for Kids in Foster Care 
(2019)

With the united advocacy of over 730 
Children’s Movement Members, we 
established the Family Urgent Response 
System, a 24/7 statewide hotline and county 
mobile response system that will help ensure 
youth in foster care and caregivers can access 
trauma-informed supports when they need 
them.



Cross-
Sector 
Issues



Supports for
Unaccompanied
Homeless 
Youth
Grade D-

There are almost 5x 
more unaccompanied 
homeless youth than
there are beds 
dedicated to them.



Supporting
LGBTQ+ Youth
Grade C+

In a country rife with 
LGBTQ+ discrimination, 
California has some of 
the strongest legal 
protections nationwide. 
However, California 
LGBTQ+ youth still 
experience 
discrimination
that impacts their daily 
lives, including their 
health.

experienced discrimination based on 
their gender identity or sexual orientation70%
experienced physical threats or harm32%
reported symptoms of anxiety69%

reported symptoms of 
depression58%
of those who wanted help 
with their mental health 
did not receive care

62%



Cradle-to-
Career Data 
Systems
Grade B-

The Cradle-to-Career 
data system is in
the early phases of 
implementation. 
Connecting education 
data to social services, 
health, & workforce 
data is what makes the 
C2C system unique & 
particularly valuable.



Learn more and get involved:
The California Children’s Report Card
https://go.childrennow.org/2024-california-childrens-report-card

County Scorecard of Children’s Well-Being
https://scorecard.childrennow.org

Join The Children’s Movement™
www.childrennow.org/thechildrensmovement/

Follow us on social media:

https://go.childrennow.org/2024-california-childrens-report-card
https://scorecard.childrennow.org/
http://www.childrennow.org/thechildrensmovement/
https://www.facebook.com/childrennow/
https://twitter.com/ChildrenNow
https://www.linkedin.com/company/children-now
https://instagram.com/childrennow
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